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Looking Ahead at GGC

GGC Mission Statement
Members of the Gainesville Garden Club 

are special people who appreciate the 
importance of friendships while they 

promote the beauty in nature, stimulate 
a knowledge and love of gardening 
and design, aid in the protection of 
birds, butterflies and native plant 

material, and participate in civic and 
environmental responsibilities.
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December
3  Judges Council Dist.V
6  BOD
6  Awards Judging at Winter Park
8  Roadside Beautification
13  Circle Meetings
14  Ronald McDonald House Event

January
3  Board of Trustees Meeting
9  Card Party and Games Luncheon
8-10  FFGC Board Meeting
15   FWF
17  GGC BOD
18  Arbor Day Celebration
24  Combined Circle Meeting
24  Circle Meetings

Card Party and Games Luncheon
Jan. 9 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Daisy Circle will be hosting a Card Party & Game Day Luncheon on Wednes-
day, January 9th from 11 AM until 3 PM. Tickets are $15.00 each and include 
luncheon, door prizes, 50/50 Drawing, and a variety of gift baskets.  Attendees 
can play cards (bridge, canasta, etc.), a game, or just come for lunch with win-
ners of the drawings and door prizes being announced before card & games 
begin. Proceeds will be used to purchase the National Garden Clubs children’s 
books, “The Saved Seed” and the “Frightened Frog”, for 17 middle school 
libraries in Gainesville.  

RSVP: searnold6348@gmail.com or by phone at 332-6342

Combined Circle Meeting

Residential Composting 
and Recycling
Jan. 24 @ 10:00 AM

A Waste Alternatives Specialist will discuss 
the waste management process in Alachua 
County including what can be recycled 
in Alachua County, ways to reduce waste, 
and what to do with items that cannot be 
recycled. This session will be built based 
on Recycling.

PowerPoint about what is recycling, raw materials used, how recycling is 
handled in Alachua County and the end product. Samples from
the process will be passed around the classroom. Review rate of degradation 
for common items sent to the land fill. Students can determine their own eco-
footprint.

Gardenia Circle will host. All are  invited to attend so come early to catch up 
on news with friends.
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GGC Arbor Day Event
Friday January 18, 2019
at the Cotton Club
730 Southeast 8th Street.

The building’s ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on Veterans 
Day 2018 because of its connection with Camp Blanding, where 
the Cotton Club wood frame building was built in the early 
1940s.

Plans for the site, which have been developed in collaboration 
with Santa Fe College and the University of Florida’s Powell 
Center for Construction and Environment in the Rinker School 
of Building Construction, will utilize all of the structures on the 
site. The Cotton Club building will house a museum and serve as 
a large-scale performance space.  The Perryman store is designat-
ed to become a café and mini museum with a farmer’s market for 
local growers. In addition to the existing structures, an additional 
building has been constructed to house the necessary support 
facilities such as restrooms.

The current phase of this restoration project has as its focus the 
completion of the interior of the  Cotton Club building, instal-
lation of the electrical system and  mechanical systems such as 
the heating and air conditioning system, sprinkler system,  and 
plumbing.  In addition, it includes the interior finishes and insu-
lation, and the completion of the site plan, which includes park-
ing, paving, drainage, and landscaping and this is where GGC 
is proud to participate in the Arbor Day festivities on Friday, 
January 18. 2019. 

We hope many club members will join in this 
historic event!

Some Cotton Club History

During WWII, the Army built hundreds of wood-frame build-
ings to accommodate thousands of trainees and inductees. At the 
end of the War, the buildings were sold and William Perryman 
bought one of the buildings, which he moved in two pieces to 
the Cotton Club site, adjacent to his grocery store. He named 
the building the Perry Theater, and it was used as a movie theater 
from 1948-1949. And, about 1951, the building got a new life as 
the Cotton Club, which for two to three years drew top African-
American artists such as James Brown, B.B. King, Bo Diddley 
and Brook Benton.

The 1.6-acre Cotton Club property was purchased by Mt. Olive 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in 1995.

The Cotton Club Museum and cultural center at  837 SE Sev-
enth Ave. will officially open to the public in the first quarter of 
2019.

President’s Message

Seems appropriate in the weeks following 
Thanksgiving and moving into the holiday 
season that ends a calendar year to reflect on the 
blessings of those in our lives and the gratitude 
of belonging to a wonderful community of 
people. At GGC we strive to accomplish our mission set forth 
many years ago and still very pertinent today, to enrich our lives 
with education in horticulture and design along with nurturing 
personal relationships while contributing as civic stewards and 
aiding in the preservation of our environment. Programs to in-
clude youth were demonstrated by a floral design workshop and 
our community outreach to our aging population in a fun with 
flowers activity at the Village, were very rewarding. Our Holiday 
Workshop was an outstanding example of wonderful fellowship 
and inspiration in gardening. In January, we will celebrate Arbor 
Day with the City Beautification Board at the newly restored 
Cotton Club Museum and Cultural Center. 

Many thanks, from my heart, for all the volunteer hours and 
creative minds, of the Gainesville Garden Club to move us into 
2019 and a bright future ahead.

With gratitude,

Fran Maris

FFGC High School and College 
Scholarships 

 FFGC College Scholarships ($3,000) 
                     

Available to seniors entering college and for all levels •	
of college coursework.
Must attend a Florida college/university course of •	
study and must meet garden club objectives
Several scholarships available; one per student•	
Completed application deadline is May 1 Contact •	
ffgc.org



Financial:
It’s the beginning of December and we have completed our very successful Holi-
day Workshop which raised $4,516 in ticket & bulb sales!
As soon as all the expenses have been paid, I will be able to give you a final report 
on the net income. 
 
Here’s how the bank accounts stand as of Nov.30, 2018:
Total Cash & Investments, as of November 30, 2018:
 Checking:                                                   15,355.66  
           Money Market:                                          42,903.93   
 CD 7801 (Maturity Date: 6/07/2019)      52,369.49
 CD 2930 (Maturity Date: (1/31/2020)      50,373.22
                              Total                    $161,002.30  
 
To put that total into some perspective, our accounts same time last year: (Nov 
30, 2017)  $148,105.25  ... nearly a $13,000 increase!
From my perspective, not only are Club Members generous with their money 
and time, but equally important, with the careful care of our Club and grounds.  
Combined, it conserves our resources and allows us to fund our community 
projects as well as maintain our building and property.

 Thank you all for your stewardship!
    — Kathy Stephens, Treasurer

Our beautiful garden center is a responsibility we all share. We are obliged to maintain and update as needed to provide comfortable surroundings 
for our members and to attract new members, public groups and individuals who are drawn to our lovely setting for their events. 

In an effort to keep the membership informed of our progress in this endeavor we offer:

The State of the Garden Center
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Rentals:
In November we had 5 rentals.  The rentals for December are eight.  Rentals have 
been going well.
   — Lee Kline, Chairman, Rental Committee

Membership & Yearbook
The total count for GGC after November Circle meetings is 215!  
Circle breakdowns are as follows:  Begonia – 25, Daisy – 10, 
Gardenia – 36, Jasmine – 87, Mimosa – 26, Wildflowers – 16, 
and General members – 14.  Good work everyone, and keep on 
passing the good word about our great group of people and all 
that we do!  

Corrections to the yearbook will be handed out at the December 
Board meeting.  I have gotten some comments concerning the 
birthdays listed for each month.  I only included those who had 
a birthday in the alphabetical list for the prior year.  Please let me 
know if you would like to be included and be sure to give me the 
day and month of your birthday.  

Happy Holidays to all!

  — Linda Schoellhorn, First Vice President
         
  

Show Your GGC Spirit!

Get your Gainesville Garden Club Polo shirts. They are available 
now through Mimosa Circle.  
Pick up an order form at your 
next circle meeting.  Shirts 
come in ladies and mens style 
in forest green or California 
blue with the GGC logo.  
They are a moisture wicking 
dry zone fabric with UV pro-
tection.   The price is $25.00 
for Small, Medium, Large and 
XLarge. XXLarge are $26.00 
and XXXLarge are $27.00.

Save the Date!

Thursday, March 7, 2019
Garden Party and Fashion Show at GGC

10:30A Doors Open for Social Time
11A-1P Show and Lunch

Fashions Provided by Dillards.
All Circles will be represented by a model!

Club members will create a fabulous lunch!

Tickets are $25 and will go on sale in January.
Tickets go on Sale to the Public after January 24th.

Please create a basket from your circle for ways and means. 



During the latter part of October and the first week of November, members of the Gainesville Garden Club demonstrated their cre-
ativity with flowers and plants, in a very different and festive way. The club entered a 1931 Ford Model A Replica in the annual UF 
Homecoming Parade. Participants included, Ami Kanu, Janet Green, Kathy Ames, Jo Lee Houlihan, Karen Markey, Jeanice Gage, 
Loretta Manning, Lynnette Worley, Inez Brooker, and Fran Maris. David Willkomm, the vehicle's owner/driver, also had his daugh-

ter, Vanessa, along with her 3 year old son, Caesar ride up 
front. Ami and Fran rode in back, dressed in orange and 
blue with beautiful Football Mum corsages made by Inez 
Brooker.

Floral decorations included Pelee mums on the front, 
sides, and rear. Ligustrum vines were woven into wreaths, 
that adorned the spare tires on the running boards. A 
sign with the parade's theme, "Let the Gator Growl" 
was placed on the front bumper, plus a miniature gator 
perched above the front windshield. Rain was forecast, 
but fortunately held off, until the parade ended. It was 
a very fun time and we were proud to have been part of 

this 
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Gainesville Garden Club Makes an Appearance in the

University of Florida 2018 Homecoming Parade
 
            — David Willkomm

 Many thanks to David, his daughter and 

grandson and to Inez, Lynnette and all who 

helped!

Homecoming Parade  

2018



GGC’s 16th Avenue Restoration Project Has Begun
It was fun!  and pretty easy....
We mowed on the very lowest setting, raked, and bagged up grass - with the help of Neil Grishaw, Alachua 
County Public Works Horticulturist. He coordinated the location, safety measures, and prep of the median 
located on 16th Ave. between NW 36th St and NW 36th Ter.  After we put 
down 2 lbs of coreopsis basalis seed, he followed up with his water tanker 
truck and will continue to water the median for the next month or so de-
pending on the frequency of rain showers.  Lois McNamara ordered our seed 
from the Florida Wildflower Seed Coop & Wilma Gordon and her husband 
John sowed 2 pounds of coreopsis basalis.  
Now we have to wait for spring .... keep your fingers crossed!  (and a little rain 
here and there wouldn’t hurt either).

Stay tuned ..  More wildflower planting is in the planning stage for next fall!

Roadside Cleanup 

Our next roadside cleanup will 
be Saturday December 8th 
at 8:30.  Please meet in the 
Cricket parking lot at 
405 NW 13th St.  Vests, bags 
and pick up sticks will be fur-
nished for all attending.  A few 
carts will be available too.
Contact Janet Greene for more 
information. 
<Janet10505@cox.net>

Hope you can make it.  We appreciate your help!

Fran met Betty Sue Vincent, a Gold star Mother at an April 2018 Fun with Flowers.  Betty Sue mentioned to Fran that she would 
love to see a Gold Star Marker at the VA Hospital.  Fran and  Mr. and Mrs. Vincent met with the director of the VA Hospital, Tom 

Wisnieski, and  got the ball rolling. The Aged to Perfection  event  held 
in September raised funds to help purchase the Gold Star Marker and 
pay for a reception. 

The Gold Star Families Memorial Marker Ceremony was held at the 
Malcom Randall VA Medical Center on Oct. 20, 2018. It was a very 
touching ceremony paying tribute to the families whose loved ones 
paid the ultimate price defending our country.  It was very emotional 
as the local Gold Star Families unveiled the beautiful marker.  Fran 
Maris spoke about the involvement of the Gainesville Garden Club 
and arranged to have Andrea Little, Chairman of the National Garden 
Club, Inc. Blue Star and Gold Star Families Memorial Marker attend 
the ceremony.  She explained the history of the Gold Star Marker.  Also 
dedicating  the marker  from the Fla. Federation of Garden Clubs was 
President, Claudia Bates.  

A reception hosted by GGC  inside the VA hospital was enjoyed by the 
attendees. Fran was instrumental in having a small garden developed around the marker which will be maintained  by the Gainesville 
Garden Club.

Civic and Community Service
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Peaceful Paths Plant Donation

The second week of November, 
David Willkomm of Begonia 
Circle, completed a donation  
of plants on behalf of GGC, to 
Peaceful Paths. This is a Gaines-
ville non profit that gives aid 
to domestic violence victims. 
Peaceful Paths offer products that 
are designed with the intent to 
help open our minds, support our 
well-being and maybe even bring 
a little peace to our lives. 

An Inspirational and Heartwarming Commemorative Service

David with John Thomas, director 
of Commuity Giving, outside of the 
Peaceful Paths office

Neil Grishaw John and Wilma Gordon with Neil

http://~or Carol Binello at carolannbinello@gmail.com
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Horticulture
Love Those Florida Winters  - - - - -  Except When It Freezes!
         — Lois McNamara, Horticulture Chair

Finally, after all our months of 90+ weather, it’s cool! It’s great garden-
ing weather. I love it and I’ll bet you do too – until there’s frost predicted.   
Listed below are some methods you can use to protect your favorite horticul-
tural specimens.
For potted plants move them:        

into your garage          •	
or a temporary shelter made from PVC  pipe and plastic    •	
or into your greenhouse if you’re lucky enough to have one.•	

Move your best most treasured plants into the house for cold nights or the 
duration of winter.  (Beware of escaping critters, such as toads or lizards. But 
your cat will have fun and wake you in the middle of the night chasing its 
prey! But get out your gun shoot the intruder! )

For your cold sensitive landscape plants, cover them with:
frost cloth; pin the cloth to the ground or weight it down with some •	
heavy objects such as  bricks or stonesold blankets, use spring type 
clothes pins to hold the cloth in place.    
Sheets are too thin to do much good. •	
cardboard boxes that are weighted down •	
upside down flower pots   •	
but NOT plastic bags; wherever the plastic touches the plant, it will be damaged by frost.•	

So you have too many potted plants to move into a shelter?  Cluster them together and cover them with appropriate protection.  
Note also where there may be a  warm microclimate in your yard, under oak trees, for instance.
Some plants only need light protection.  Covering most bromeliads with a few pine branches from your Christmas tree (or the dis-
card pile on  the Christmas tree lot) gives them adequate protection, yet allows water and light to penetrate the pine needle boughs.

Other strategies for protecting your plants from freezing are :
Mulching, especially around the base of the plant.  Often times, the foliage will freeze, but the roots and trunk will survive and •	
put out new growth in the spring.
Water before a freeze, but not during the freezing temperatures.  •	
Soil that is moist holds the heat better than dry soil.  •	
Plants that are healthy are more likely to survive cold temperatures.•	

There are also some Don’ts:
Don’t water when the temperature is below freezing.  Citrus grove owners sometimes do this, but it requires continuous watering •	
to be effective, not something residential irrigation system are equipped to do.  Besides it would be illegal!
Don’t prune in the late fall; it will trigger new growth which is more susceptible to cold damage. Don’t prune until the cold •	
months are over.  Or as horticulturalist Tom MacCubbin says, “Don’t prune until you can’t stand it any longer.” Pruning in late 
February is probably safe.  Our last freeze date is mid March.

Don’t give up on a plant too soon.  Some go dormant and don’t re-emerge until June. 

Happy winter gardening.  May all your plants be kept safe from Jack Frost.



GGC Members and Guests Enjoy an 
Outstanding Design Program

On Thursday, November 29~75 Garden Club members and 
friends were treated to a special holiday workshop at the club-
house. Ann Marie Rainer, Director of Operations and Vice Presi-
dent of Amaryllis & Caladium Bulb Co. Lakeland Florida, talked 
about the origins of the special holiday bulb and instructed par-
ticipants on planting their own, with each taking home a white 
or red bulb nestled in a pot finished with Spanish moss. In the 
Carmichael Building a pop up holiday shop included 12 varieties, 
bare roots available for sale. All a fundraiser for the clubs projects. 

Bruce Cavey, Gardener Ex-
traordinaire, demonstrated 
the use of an amaryllis in 
a holiday centerpiece us-
ing cuttings from his own 
yard. All participants were 
entered in a drawing for 8 
bulbs that had been planted 
and prepped for the occa-
sion. A wonderful breakfast 
was provided by club members. Many thanks to Lynnette Worley 
for organizing the yummy food samplings,to Pauline Schochet as 
our ways and means chairman and Mary Harding as registrar.

A special thank you to Kathy Stephens for a fantastic meal in her 
home to welcome Ann Marie and her mom (and business part-
ner) Shirley Jedd. To Kathy Concannon, a fabulous pot of chili 
to nourish the committee. Always thankful to Linda Schoellhorn 
for doing whatever we need to finish off our grand events. A good 

time was had by all to start the festive season. 

Amaryllis Planting and Care

Planting Period: October until the 
end of April.

Flowering Period:  Late December 
until the end of June.

Flowering time is 7-10 weeks.

Larger bulbs produce more flowers.

Always store un-planted bulbs in a 
cool place between 40-50 ⁰.

Amaryllis-One of a Kind
Of all flowering bulbs, amaryllis are the easiest to bring to bloom.  
This can be accomplished indoors or out, and over an extended 
period of time.  The amaryllis originated in South America’s 
tropical regions and has the botanical name Hippeastrum.  The 
large flowers and ease with which they can be brought to bloom 
make amaryllis popular and in demand worldwide.  The amaryllis 
comes in many beautiful varieties including various shades of red, 
white, pink, salmon and orange.  There are also many striped and 
multicolored varieties, usually combining shades of pink or red 
with white.

Preparation for Planting
The base and roots of the bulb should be placed in lukewarm 
water for a few hours.  Remember, if you cannot plant the bulbs 
immediately after receiving them, store them at a cool tempera-
ture between 40-50 degrees F.

Planting
Plant bulbs in a nutritious potting compost, many are available 
pre-mixed.  Plant the bulb up to its neck in the potting compost, 
being careful not to damage the roots.  Press the soil down firmly 
to set the bulb securely in place after planting.

Placement and Watering
Plant the bulb, or place the potted bulb in a warm place with di-
rect light since heat is necessary for the development of the stems.  
The ideal temperature is 68 to 70 degrees F.  Water sparingly until 
the stem appears, then, as the bud and leaves appear, gradually 
water more.  At this point, the stem will grow rapidly and flowers 
will develop after it has reached full growth.

Flowering Period
Bulbs will flower in 7-10 weeks as a general rule.  In winter the 
flowering time will be longer than in spring.  Set up your plant-
ing schedule between October and April with this in mind.  To 
achieve continuous bloom, plant at intervals of 2 weeks for stun-
ning color in your home or garden.

  7 Continue p. 8
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Dalia’s Advise on Growing Dahlias

At her Open Garden in October, Dalia educated visitors on how 
to successfully grow dahlias in Florida.  Here are some of her 
pointers:

In the spring divide the 1. 
tubers saved from the year 
before, making sure that 
each clump of tubers has a 
piece of the last year's stem 
attached. 
The tubers should be planted 2. 
in a fan shape just below 
ground. Be careful that the 
tubers don’t break off; the 
single detached tubers will 
not grow.
Add a little bone meal to the 3. 
soil.Stake the dahlias at the 
time they are planted. Stakes 
will be needed!  
Once the plants are up, allow only one stem to grow. Tie it to 4. 
the stake.  Allowing multiple stems to develop will result in 
weak plants that will not produce large flowers. 
At the end of the growing season, dig up the tubers. Store 5. 
them in peat moss through the winter. (Dalia stores her in 
styrofoam coolers.)

GGC Inspires Young Designers

On Sunday,Nov 4,2018, 15 girls from the Girl Scout troop at 
Queen of Peace participated in a "Design for Kids" activity.  
Margaret Chodosh, 
lead the teams ef-
fort. The designers 
inspiration came 
from Short Course 
/UF (June 2018)  
table centerpieces.  
Aspidistra was 
split at the veins 
and gave the plant 
material a new-look 
(abstracted) and was 
inspired by Lorene 
Junkin. The design involved Cutting coontie palm (Cycad zambia 
pumila),  splitting aspidistra, and two wings  made by bending 
cyperus, or papyrus and  a turkey design for Thanksgiving was 
born! Yellow mums and yellow Alstroemeria made up the body. 
Girl Scouts were presented with Principles and Elements  (poster 
boards  placed  on wall) , using an idea taken from Julia Clevett, 
Principles and Elements Workshop Lecture, March 23, 2009 that 
mimicked a cooking recipe.  The elements were the ingredients 
and the principles modeled the way the cake was put together.

An orange, from the designers tree, was used as a tangible object 
to explain the elements of color, form, texture, pattern, size, 
space, light and line. Principles of balance, contrast, dominance, 
proportion,  rhythm, and scale were followed and the rhythm of 
turkey's body structure was noted. Using the correct language 
for  beginning designers was an important part of the presenta-
tion. The cost was $25 to purchase materials for 15 designs as the 
plant material was conditioned and donated by the designer. The 
design team consisted of Fran Maris, Gale Cook, Vera Rabino, 
Florence Cline and designer, Margaret Chodosh. The girls were 
inspired!

Continued from p. 7

UF POINSETTIA SALE

Each December, the undergraduate environmental hor-
ticulture club in the University of Florida IFAS College 
of Agricultural and Life Sciences (CALS) hosts its highly-
anticipated poinsettia sale.

This year, the 21st annual poinsettia sale will be Dec. 7 from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Dec. 8 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Fifield Hall greenhouses (behind 2550 Hull Road, Gaines-
ville, FL, 32611). There will be more than 100 new poinset-
tia varieties on sale and pre-orders are available.

After-Bloom Care
After-Flowering. After the amaryllis has stopped flowering, it can
be made to flower again.  Cut the old flowers from the stem after 
flowering, and when the stem starts to sag, cut it back to the top 
of the bulb. 

Leaf Growth and Development. Continue to water and fertil-
ize as normal all summer, or for at least 5-6 months, allowing 
the leaves to fully develop and grow. When the leaves begin to 
yellow, which normally occurs in the early fall, cut the leaves back 
to about 2 inches from the top of the bulb and remove the bulb 
from the soil. 

Bulb Storage. Clean the bulb and place it in a cool (40-50 
deg. F), dark place such as the crisper of your refrigerator for a 
minimum of 6 weeks. Caution: Do not store amaryllis bulbs in a 
refrigerator that contains apples, this will sterilize the bulbs. Store 
the bulbs for a minimum of 6 weeks. 

Plant Again. After 6 weeks you may remove bulbs whenever you 
would like to plant them. Plant bulbs 8 weeks before you would 
like them to bloom.



 NEWS

Daisy Circle - Sandra Arnold
    Daisy members have been busy since the start of the club year: 
we held a Fun With Flowers Workshop 
in September; created 35 floral arrange-
ments in cups for Winn Dixie Hope 
Lodge in November; and will be making 
35 floral arrangements in cups for Ronald 
McDonald House client’s rooms in early 
December.  We purchased 4 sets of NGC 
children’s books “The Saved Seed” and 
“The Frightened Frog” for the public 
libraries in Gainesville. 
    On January 9th we will be hosting a 
Card & Game Day Luncheon fundraiser with proceeds going 
toward purchasing the NGC two children’s books for 17 elemen-
tary school libraries in Gainesville. We are also collecting Cell 
Phones & Electronic Tablets for Soldiers; and will be financially 
supporting Penny Pines, Coral Reef Restoration; and Brave Har-
vest for Children.

Begonia Circle - Inez Brooker
    Several Begonia’s worked on the homecoming car as well as 
our members car and decorated at a members home, another on 
furnished transpor-
tation and gals of 
water for the car. 
    Mary’s woodland 
garden was used 
for an open garden 
tour.
    Begonia Circle 
members gathered 
to decorate a Christmas tree for Hope Lodge on November 28.

Gardenia Circle - Fairlie Bagley
    Members of Gardenia Circle have been busy getting ready 
for the Holidays.  Two of our members, Susan Thrall and Vikki 
Wallace, put up decorations at Hope Lodge.  At our November 
meeting we filled goodie bags for the residents of Peaceful Paths.  
Circle members had 
been collecting small 
personal care items such 
as shampoo and other 
toiletries.  We filled 60 
bags for adults and 20 
bags for children.
    Gardenia will be 
hosting the combined 
meeting on Residential 
Composting and Recy-

cling.  The speaker will be from Alachua Waste Alternatives. It 
will be in the main building of Gainesville Garden Club January 
24 at 10:00 am.

Jasmine Circle - Becky O’Brien
    Jasmine Circle added a number of new members and are 
pleased to report we have 87 members this year! We like the new 
energy our new members bring along with them to Jasmine.
    For the first time, we sponsored a Fun With Flowers event 
presented by Floral Expressions at our evening meeting as most 
of our members are unable to attend the usual daytime GGC 
programs. It was well received by the 47 members attending. Our 
November meeting had a program by Cody Galligan, owner of 
Siembra Farm on organic gardening and the farm to table experi-
ence. He brought along unusual vegetables, answered lots of 
questions and gave away an entire box of vegetables! You can find 
his produce at all the farmer’s markets, too.
   Jasmine adopted a budget that will commit us making a larger 
donation again this year in support of a new community garden-
ing project. We are continuing our support of Sidney Lanier 
school with seasonal plantings by the school entrance and in pots 
by the student garden. Jasmine will assist with providing holiday 
food baskets for students at Sidney Lanier School for the winter 
break and collect children’s books for the ACORN Clinic in 
Brooker.
    Jasmine members weeded and planted at the patio gardens at 
Shands Rehabilitation facility. This is an ongoing project of many 
years that is much appreciated by staff and patients.
    Ellen Shapiro organized a three garden tour and plant sale for 
GGC that was well attended. And, the added bonus was Alan 
Shapiro’s guided, educational tour of their wonderful yard. Thank 
you, Ellen and Alan!
    Our December program will be, “A Bird for All Seasons,” by 
Scott Flamand of the Audubon Society. 

Mimosa Circle - Janet Greene
    In October Mimosa members enjoyed a stepping stone work-
shop thanks to Wildflower Circle.  Many beautiful creative stones 
were made and added to our gardens.  A delicious buffet lasagna 
lunch followed.  At our business meeting, we voted to take orders 
for GGC shirts to sell. They will be offered to all circles. 
We have been actively involved with the roadside cleanup.  
    Several members attended the Gold 
Star Families Memorial Marker dedication 
and Carol Knowles decorated a patriotic 
wreath for the ceremony.  
    Pauline Schochet and Janet Greene 
drove to Lakeland with Fran to order 
amaryllis bulbs for the Holiday Workshop/
General meeting on Nov. 29th.   
   Seventeen members and guests attended 
the Fun with Flowers at the Village.  We 
furnished an array of refreshments for the 
program.  
    Ami Kanu helped decorate the home-
coming car and represented GGC with Fran 

Butterfly Garden and RMH entrance:
December - Wildflowers
January - Begonia
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Susan Thrall, Wanda Rentfrow, and Pam Monroe

Dale Evans Williams and 
Jeannie Bender decorat-
ing stepping stones.



in the parade.  
    At our November meeting, over 200 poinsettia napkin holders 
were assembled and will be given to Ronald McDonald House, 
Hospice, Meals on Wheels and AL’z Place for their holiday meal.  
    Donations were collected to purchase preemie clothes and 
diapers for the Ronald McDonald House.  Cindy Puckett will be 
in charge of this project.  
    Kathy Powell attended the garden party planning meeting and 
encouraged everyone to sign up early.  We voted to help with the 
Spring Promenade in March.  
    Sixteen members and guests signed up to attend the Holiday 
Workshop with two members on the wait list. 
    Kathy Powell, Dale Williams, Janet Greene and Kathy John-
ston worked in the butterfly garden weeding, trimming and 
mulching.  We also weeded the garden at Ronald McDonald 
House

Wildflower Circle-Claudia Lambert
1.Our October meeting was a joint Stepping Stone Project with 
Mimosa Circle as our guest.   Circle members enjoyed creating 
beautiful stepping stones followed by a lasagna lunch provided 
by members of both circles.  Wildflowers had 10 members and 2 
guests in attendance.  
 2.Our Circle collected $375.00 to be used for gift cards for the 
Elks Mobile Therapy Unit.  
 3.Wildflowers had a tour of the Cade Museum for our Novem-
ber meeting followed by lunch at Carrabba’s.  12 members were 
in attendance.  
4.We had 4 people volunteer to plant wildflowers at the Sidney 
Lanier School.  These wildflowers will be planted along the Tom 
Petty wall.  Hopefully, this will provide a beautiful background 
for people to take photos.  
 5.Wildflowers decided to sponsor 2 campers at Camp Wekiva.  
 6.8 of our members will be attending the Holiday Workshop, 
Thursday, November 29th.  
 7.5 members have signed up for Roadside Beautification, Satur-
day, December 8th.
 8.Our next meeting will be held at Park Meadow Rehab Center.  
We will help residents make Christmas mug arrangements.
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Birthday Blessings~

Valerie Mountjoy    7
Monica Aiton    9
Arlene Nichols    9
Cyndee Park    9
Diane Robar    13
Candy Pigott    14
Harriet Suggs    14
Kristin Rubin    17

Pat Sampson    18
Linda Schoellhorn    22
Jeannie Bender       23
Donna Stall            27
Mary Christman      28
Wanda Rentfrow    28
Wilma Gordon    28
Jean Fouraker    31

Kristy Welch    5
Sandy Smith    6
Dorothy Maurer    8
Anne White    12
Michelle Gorday 13
Karen Brown    15
Betty Sue Vincent    17

Fran Maris    18
Jeani Valter    19
Pauline Schochet 27
Inez Brooker    28
Kathy Concannon 28
Kathy Ames    29
Rose Kimlinger 30

In Our Thoughts

Stacey Copenhaver lost her mother Sherry Holloway. Many of you will recall that Ms. Holloway, helped sponsor Jasmine’s  
  Wheel-Barrow Drawing each year at Kanapaha Garden Festival.

We are relieved to hear that Janet Green’s husband is making good progress as he recovers from a heart attack. 

To Karen Markey and her husband.

Rose Kimlinger continues her battle with Trigeminal neuralgia
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Email CottageGardensInc@yahoo.com
Phone 352.333.9661

The Seedling is the bi-monthly newsletter of the Gainesville 
Garden Club in Gainesville Florida.
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Will	you	be	the	first	to	find	a	typo	
or	error	in	dates,	etc.	in	this	issue?	
You	could	be	the	Super	Sleuth	
of	the	month.	Please	call	or	email	<modaw-
son898@gmail.com>with	your	findings.

Are you a Super Sleuth

Wishing you a very 
Happy Holiday!

GGC
www.ffgc.org

