
t

Holiday Workshop - Dec. 8, 2020

The SeedlingThe Gainesville 
Garden Club
http://ggcfl.org/ggc

Florida Federation 
of Garden Clubs

http://www.ffgc.org

In This Issue

Looking Ahead at GGC

GGC Mission Statement
Members of the Gainesville Garden Club are 
special people who appreciate the importance 
of friendships while they promote the beauty 

in nature, stimulate a knowledge and love 
of gardening and design, aid in the 
protection of birds, butterflies and 

native plant material, and participate 
in civic and environmental responsibilities.

December
3   9:30   BOD Meeting
5   8:30         Roadside Beautification
8  10:00     Holiday Design 
  Workshop
10             Circle Meetings

January
7 9:30 GGC BOT
13-14        FFGC Winter 
  Bd. Meeting
16        Arbor Day Celebration
19        10:00 Fun with Flowers
21 9:30 BOD Meeting
28  Circle Meetings
29  Seedling Deadline for  
  Feb/March issue

Prsident’s Message  p. 2
District V Report  p. 2
FFGC Zoom Courses  p. 2
Card and Game Event   p. 2
State of the Garden Center  p. 3
Community Service Projects p. 4
Roadside Beautification  p. 4
Fund Raising Opportunies p. 5
Horticulture   p. 6
Garden Calendar   p. 6
Book Review   p. 7
A Look Back in Time  p. 7
Birthday Blessings  p. 7
Circle News   p. 8
Fun w/ Flowers   p  9
In Our Thoughts  p. 9
Wilmot Gardens Plant Sale p. 10
New Patron   p. 10

1

   Volume 8, Number 2                                           Holiday 2020

     Our Holiday Design Workshop will be held on Tuesday, December 8th with social 
and shopping time starting at 9:30 am.  Tickets are on sale until November 20th for 
$30.  If you haven’t bought your tickets yet, contact Susan Thrall to sign up and make 
sure space is still available – we will only be able to have 40 seats.  The event starts at 
10 am, but you can come early to browse our Santa’s Garden Shop in the Laura Car-
michael Building where our team of elves have made and found many decorative and 
gift items especially for you!  You will be able to buy chance raffle tickets to a Gator 
Quilt and a Garden Christmas Tree – items made and donated by our members.  The 
drawings for these items will be held this day, though you will not need to be present 
to win.  
     Bruce Cavey, our own Design Divo, will be treating us 
with his flair and will make a couple of showcase designs 
while we eat our brunch and sipping our mimosas or cof-
fee.  After a brief break to allow you to shop a bit more, 
we will make our own floral designs.  You have the choice 
of bringing your own special container and design mate-
rials from home and incorporate the live and decorative 
materials we will provide or if you are not so adventurous, 
we will provide all the materials for a table design.  Since 
this will be a smaller group, Bruce will lead us as well as give individual assistance as 
needed. A prize will be awarded for the best design – as determined by popular vote. 

     Thoughts are underway for the Spring Garden Party, scheduled for March 4th, 
2021. Current committee members have been sharing thoughts and ideas about the 
upcoming event since February! Our ideas are swirling around the theme of an el-
egant “Spring Garden Picnic,” with beautiful table settings and a catered, fancy, box 
lunch for each attendee and Bruce Cavey will be graciously designing his floral master-
pieces.  In lieu of a traditional fashion show for this event, we will showcase fashion-
able, fun, and useful garden attire and accessories.  Some of you are always spotted 
wearing cute and colorful gardening attire, while others prefer clothing that is more 
utilitarian---our planning is inspired by all of you! We hope all of you will enjoy this 
fun twist on our annual event!
     We are in need of a small committee to be in charge of the catered food and cre-
ative packaging choices for this event. We need members to learn about pricing, menu 
options and beautiful packaging and then present this information back to the whole 
committee. This is something that can be done from home via phone calls, internet 
searches, and Zoom meetings—if you’re interested in helping with this, please let me 
or Linda know as soon as possible!
    We know a lot of you have great ideas and we’d love to have you join us! Our first 
official planning meeting has not yet been scheduled, can be zoom or in person or 
both – just let us know your preference.  
       Thank you!
       Michelle Gorday

Spring Garden Party



District V Report                                                                    
                             Jeanice Gage, District V Director

Here’s hoping that we will be able to meet again soon!  I’m going 
to stay positive and look forward to FFGC Convention in Day-
tona Beach on April 11-13, 2021! I know that is what most of 
you are thinking too! Also, that we will have Camp Wekiva.  The 
camp starts June 20, 2021. The theme will be Nature Detectives, 
Birds. The prices have gone up for Garden Club sponsoring a 
child to $250.00 per week.  All the clubs in District V are so sup-
portive of Camp Wekiva. They are really in need of volunteers,
especially Nurses.  Please volunteer if you can.  Wekiva Volunteer 
Training will be February 5-7, 2021 at Wekiva Youth Calmp.  
Open House on Sunday, the 7th from 11:30-1:00. 

FFGC 100 Anniversary will be in Jacksonville, Spring 2023!  

Our President Elect, Marge Hendon announced that FFGC now 
has a matching grant program.  Clubs may request up to $500 
matching money to help membership or a special or on-going 
project.  More information is on the FFGC website.  It is my 
hope that all the clubs in District V will take advantage of the 
program.  I wouldn’t mind if a lot of money came to District V…
especially to MY Garden Club!  We have fantastic projects! 

So get busy, and make me proud!
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FFGC Suggested Learning Opportunities

NGC Environmental School Course 2 -District XI - ZOOM
21 Jan 2021 8:30 AM • ONLINE via ZOOM

NGC Gardening School Course 4 - VI
26 Jan 2021 8:30 AM • Online through Zoom

ZOOM NGC Gardening School Course 4
26 Jan 2021 8:30 AM • Via ZOOM

NGC Environmental Course #3 - Air & Related Issues District 
XI - ZOOM 17 Feb 2021• Ft. Lauderdale GC - 3109 E. Sunrise 
Blvd, Ft. Lauderdale

NGC Environmental School Course 3 -District XI
17 Feb 2021 8:30 AM • Offered via ZOOM

President’s Message

As we move into our winter holiday season we 
have so much to be thankful for!  Our Ways & 
Means team has been extra creative in making 
a variety of items to sell members and friends, both online and 
in person at our December 8th Holiday Design Workshop.  Our 
Fun with Flowers crew has also been trying to come up with new 
ways to continue this popular program – you can find links to 
October and November videos on our website if you would like 
to follow along and make your own floral design.  GGC now also 
has a YouTube account, so those videos as well as the Celebration 
Garden dedication are included; we hope to make more videos of 
speakers and events available for members and the public to view.  
  
Our calendar for 2021 has events scheduled and I hope we are 
able to continue to hold them even if they are modified to our 
new normal. To kick off the year in January, we had hoped that 
we would be able to hold Aged to Perfection - our silent auc-
tion and wine social, but given the resurgence of Covid, we have 
decided to postpone it until May. We are working to be able to 
hold online events to auction those items in February and we will 
be sending out more information as soon as we determine how to 
proceed. On February 11th, Daisy Circle will have their annual 
Card Party & Luncheon Fundraiser.  On March 4th, we will have 
our Garden Party - without the traditional Fashion Show – we 
will be trying something different and are still working on what 
that will be.   I hope they are still able to have the Spring Garden 
Festival with the Children’s Corner – we missed doing that last 
year!  On April 10th, Jon George will speak to us about “Cutting 
Gardens”.  This will be an outdoor event and we will have those 
flowers available for you to purchase.  

Have fun and stay safe!  

Linda  

DAISY CIRCLE presents
a “LUAU” themed

CARD & GAME DAY LUNCHEON

Wednesday, February 11, 2021
11 am until 2 pm

Bridge, Mahjong, Board & Misc. Card Games
Bingo Games with prizes!

Door Prizes – Gift Cards, Flowers, Misc.
&

50/50 Drawing, Gift Baskets

Luau decorated photo booth

Tickets   $ 15.00 each
RSVP at searnold6348@gmail.com or call 332-6342

Thanks for your support!



Board of Trustees 
Bob Kline completed painting of the outside of the building 
and shelving units in place. Circles meeting at the club should 
encourage members to look at both rooms to appreciate their 
Capital Campaign donations. Old records room outside Ladies 
restroom is now primarily used for rentals complete with a small 
table and copy machine.

Motion to reframe 4 of 9 prints painted by GGC 
member Marge Decker as a collage for the ladies restroom as a 
donation by Kathy Stephens. Passed.
Rationale: Frames and matting are old and this renovation will 
give the prints new life.

Motion to remove white/cream colored industrial kitchenware 
at GGC from inventory and use them for a GGC fundraiser.  
Passed. Plates and Mugs would remain.
Rationale: Cups and saucers take up space and are rarely if ever 
used by GGC members. Revenue would benefit club.

Motion to increase the rental rates on the Main Building, LCB 
and Packages by 18-20% , $150 on the Main Building and $75 
on LCB, packages are adjusted accordingly. Effective September 
1, 2020. Passed.
Rationale: After surveying competing venues, GGC was still 
priced below others. To be in line with others and in the state of 
the virus economy, it will be prudent to recover some lost revenue 
by increasing the rates as stated.

The BOT recommended that the board approve the placement of 
a stone owl in the celebration garden in honor of Ellen and Alan 
Shapiro. Passed
    Fran Maris, Chair

Membership
     Hope you are weathering this COVID storm.  I really miss, as 
I know you all do, our get-togethers with the gardening friends 
we’ve made.  
     Our membership stands at 226.
Please contact me with any changes or corrections to the year-
book:  mhsatbeach@yahoo.com.  
Stay safe,
   Mary Harding, First Vice President 

Celebration Garden - 

Financial 
News from your Treasurer!
Total Cash & Investments, as of  October 31, 2020:
Checking:                                                          $   4,859.43 
         *Money Market:                                          54,576.27
         *CD 1433 (Maturity Date: 1/31/2021)       50,546.37
         *CD 0916 (Maturity Date:  7/08/2021)      25,025.16
                                                             Total    $135,007.23 
Fundraising Updates:
Net Income for Junque Boutique & 
     Plant Sale, updated:           $   2,072.23 !! 
Net Income for October Gingerbread 
  Pop-Up & Plant Sale, to date:           $      328.00
Net Income for 2020 Amaryllis 
        Bulb Sale, to date:           $    1,307.15
Thank you all for your generosity!
    Kathryn Stephens, Treasurer

Social Media
The GGC is now on Zoom and has a YouTube channel. Our 
first YouTube video is from the November Fun with Flowers, just 
search for Gainesville Garden Club. More to come!
   Catherine Parsons,Social Media Chair

Rentals Committee Update
     The impacts of Covid-19 have been significant on GGC 
income from rentals. 
    Mona Rippe, Rentals Chair
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The State of the Garden Center
An official dedication occurred following the General Meeting on 
November 5. This site provides a tranquil setting for reflection, 
for commemorative plantings and to celebrate good times and 
friends. 

BOARD
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Civic and Community Service
Conservation & Roadside Cleanup   
     Janet Greene

     The roadside cleanup of 13th St. will resume on Saturday 
December 5th at 8:30. We will meet in the Cricket Wireless 
parking lot (405 NW 13th St.) New, never used vests will be 
given out along with pickup sticks and bags. Please bring a 
mask and gloves. I will have some to give out if needed. David 
Willkomm has agreed to bring his carts to hold the bags. We 
would appreciate someone to volunteer as a driver. Please sign 
up at your November circle meeting.

Habitat Women Build Project

Habitat Women Build – House # 14 is under construction, but 
due to Covid-19, we are not providing lunches.  Hopefully once 
the home is completed, GGC will be able assist with landscaping.  
If you look closely at the sign, you will see that they are recogniz-
ing Ellen Shapiro for all the help she has given them over the 
years.  We miss her already!  

 “Grace Grows”- A Therapeutic Garden

Oct 29 was the first General Meeting of the year. Our speaker 
was Abigail Perret Gentil who spoke on Grace Grows. She is the 
Founder and President. Grace Grows is a therapeutic garden 
for homeless. It cooperates with Grace Marketplace, a shelter 
for the homeless. Clients of Grace Marketplace who want are 
given a raised garden bed in which they can raise whatever plants  
they wish. Sometimes their food crop surplus is given to Grace 
Marketplace kitchen. Grace Grows also provides an opportunity 
for homeless to become certified horticulturists. Gardenia Circle 
graciously provided food to each attendee - a cold plate filled 
with brunch items.

Daisy Circle’s most recent recipient of “Yard of the Month” award are Dan and 
Beth Talaga.  They have been working on their yard for 25 years and it shows. 
Over the years they carefully landscaped their yard by planting Live Oak, Crape 
Myrtle and Palm Trees. They filled in with Cast Iron, Liriope, African Iris, Cannes, 
Pentes, Caladiums, Holly Fern, Day Lilies, Camellias and Roses. The large tree is 
majestic and the Talaga’s were able to bring color to their yard by edging their tree 
and plants with caladiums.  Stunning!
     A few suggestions from these seasoned gardeners for those wishing to landscape 
their own yards are: 1. Start with the basics – sun, water, soil.  2. Decide on a gen-
eral look for your yard – formal or informal; 3. Think about how much time you 
have available for gardening; 4. There are no straight lines in nature – learn how to 
make curves.  Enjoy your work!

Yard of the Month Award

Wildflower Planting on Roadway

The Alachua County 
Public Works Depart-
ment has established 
the date of Novem-
ber 16th to  plant 
wildflower seeds on 
the two 16th Av-
enue median strips. 
Wildflower Circle has 
underwritten some 
of the seed costs and 
seeds were purchased 
for both sections. 

Wildflower Seeding 
crew - Kathy Stephens, 
Carol Binello, John 
Gordon,  Wilma Gor-
don, Steve Provost and 
Neil Grieshaw (Alachua 
County Public Works), 
not pictured Kathy Fan-
ning. 11/16/2020
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Amaryllis Bulb Sale
     Gainesville Garden Club has had a very successful 
Amaryllis sale. This year we ordered bulbs from two differ-
ent companies. Our selections included some new bulbs 
and some of our best sellers from last year. Members ordered 
bulbs from a list. On October 29 bulbs were available for 
pick-up. We ordered extra bulbs that we are still selling. If 
you forgot to order your bulbs this year or you would like 
to have additional bulbs please contact us to find out which 
bulbs are available.
     Enjoy the blooms and share pictures of them with us.
     Pauline Schochet
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3 tickets     $ 10.00 
s 

  

 

 

Plant Sale! 
Christmas Cactus  $10.00 

Gingerbread Pop Up 
• Santa & Frosty Pots 
• Glass Garden Ornaments 
• Pinecone feeders 
• Nature Ornaments          
  Owls, Cardinals, Woodland Santas 

• Gift Wrap & Embellishments 
• Winter Garden Notecards 
• Vintage Holiday decorations 
• Stocking Stuffers 
 

Tree Wonderland  presented by Gail Cook 

 & Garden Christmas Tree Raffle   
Tickets:  1 for $5 or  3 for $10 

G AINESVILLE G ARDENC LUB 

 

Everyone Welcome!  Shop Open 9am -noon 
Masks Required & Observe Social Distancing 

 
Gator Quilt Raffle 
 

              
1 ticket       $  8 .00 
3 tickets     $ 20.00 
10 tickets    $50.00 

                                           
 
  

 

Circle 
Shops 

 

Plant Sale 
Christmas 

Cactus $15.00 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  to Win a UF Gator 
   Handmade 80” x 80” Quilt 

Chances Available: 
 

$8 = 1 ticket    $20 = 3 tickets    $50 = 10 tickets 
 

for Information and Tickets Contact 
Stacey Copenhaver at:  copenhaverstacey@gmail.com  

 

 
Drawing will take place December 8, 2020 during the Gainesville 

 Garden Club Holiday Workshop – you don’t have to be present to win!!! 

Proceeds to Benefit the Gainesville Garden Club (GGC)  
and Jasmine Circle of the GGC and our Community Projects 

 

Sewn and Donated by:  Valerie Mountjoy    Quilting by:  Pam at Quilting Makes the Quilt 

Front View Back View Close Up View

G AINESVILLE G ARDEN C LUB 

 

                                                               

 

          

3 Designs  *  Mix or Match 
3 notecards for $10 
6 notecards for $18 

12 notecards for $30 
24 notecards for $48 

 
         To Order:  email Kathy Stephens or Michelle Gorday                         

Gainesville Garden Club Fund Raising Opportunities

New Fundraisers - We are looking for new ideas 
for fundraisers.  Here are a few ideas we came up with while 
brainstorming:  A drive-in music and wine event in which 
you would pick up food and beverages but return to your 
car to sit and enjoy a music performance on GGC grounds.  
Hold a Zoom Celebrity Chef event in which you would be 
given a list of ingredients and be led by a local chef in cook-
ing the chef's own recipe.  Zoom auction - a blast would be 
sent out prior to the auction so you could "look" at items, 
and then an auctioneer on Zoom would take bids via the 
chat room.  Please let Pauline Schochet or Kathy Powell 
know of any other ideas you might have. 



Thoughts from the Horticulture scene: Plants and Pets. . . . . .
            Kathy Fanning, Chair
Since plants and pets have always been special to me, I have tried to be mindful that sometimes their interactions can be hazardous 
to the pet. Usually this happens around the holidays when we bring plants inside to decorate for the season. Well, my wake up call 
came early this year. I moved a potted caladium, which was still looking good, inside to protect it from the tropical storm winds. The 
next morning there was a puddle of assorted debris on the floor. Using my forensic botany skills I deduced the debris was plant and 
using my powers of observation I found a leaf on the caladium which had definitely been chewed. Caladiums contain calcium ox-
alate crystals and are toxic to dogs and cats (and horses).  Clinical signs of toxicity are oral irritation, pain and swelling of the mouth, 
tongue and lips and excessive drooling and vomiting. Luckily my kitty got rid of the offending leaf very quickly and she never experi-
enced any symptoms that I observed.
 
I found a list of  ten indoor plants that are poisonous to cats and some are quite surprising. Aloe was a new one to me. Begonias, 
since we just heard about them! Jade plant, Dracaena and Christmas rose all cause distress. Then the members of the Araceae (Philo-
dendron family), including Caladium, Dieffenbachia, Philodendron, elephant ears and peace lily (Spathiphyllum) are also to be 
avoided.
 
So just be careful when you bring a plant into the house for protection or decoration if you have a curious pet. Pets always find the 
something new in their environment!

Horticulture

Your Garden Calendar
            Mona Rippe

Thanks to our friends at IFAS, you can keep up with WHAT TO PLANT and WHAT TO DO in your Florida garden for every 
month of the year.  Here is a snapshot for you that covers January - March.

 WHAT TO PLANT
January      February     March
Pansy,Viola,Petunia,Snapdragon   Dianthus,Dusty Miller,Pansy   Angelonia,Wax Begonia
Crinum,Agapanthus,Gloriosa Lily  Dahlia,Crinum,Agapanthus   Canna,Gloriosa Lily
Camellias     Red Maple,Star Magnolia   Edible Ginger,Tomatos
Broccoli,Kale,Carrrots,Lettuce   Potatoes      Beans,Squash,Corn  
            

WHAT TO DO

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  UF/IFAS PUBLICATIONS (EDIS)      http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/

January   
Trees – Plant deciduous fruit trees; prune 
and fertilize existing trees
Cold Protection – Be ready to cover tender 
plants at base and, as necessary, foliage
Irrigation – Water plants if temperatures 
remain higher than normal and rainfall is 
scarce
Shrubs – Prune non-spring flowering 
shrubs and trees to improve form
Arbor Day – Plant a tree such as live oak, 
bald cypress, cabbage palm, crape myrtle
Pest Control – Apply horticultural oil 
while plants are dormant

February
Citrus – Avoid pruning until Spring; 
Fertilize now if not done in January
Palms – Attend to cold-damaged palms 
to encourage their recovery
Roses – Prune to remove damaged 
canes; Fertilize and apply fresh layer of 
mulch
Lawn – Apply preemergence weed killer 
(NOT weed ‘n feed) when temps rise to 
65 degrees for several days

March 
Azaleas – Prune when they have 
finished blooming to reduce size and 
improve form
Shrubs and Trees – Prune when 
dormant season ends and new growth 
begins
Palms and Shrubs – Fertilize palms, 
azaleas, camellias with at least 30% 
slow release nitrogen
Irrigation – Check sprinkler system for 
problems such as broken or misaligned 
spray heads
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A Look Back in Time

1952-53 – Mrs. H. H. McDonald was elected president.  An 
award of a green ribbon was given for the Camellia Show.  Mrs. 
Paul Tew won a yellow ribbon at the State Flower Show and the 
Gainesville Garden Club won a white ribbon with its “Forest 
Preserve” entry.  Each circle voted to contribute $100 to the Gar-
den Center Building Fund.  A “Don’t be a Litterbug” campaign 
was conducted.  Honorary membership was bestowed on Mr. Joe 
Crevasse.  A Negro Garden Club was originated and named “The 
Green Thumb”.  Mrs. Frank H. Lewis presented an award cup to 
the Florida Federation.  Mrs. W. H. Beisler was named Chair-
man of Visiting Gardens on the State Board.  Mrs. R. Fairing was 
made Director of District III.
1953-54 – Mrs. George F. Baughman was elected president.  
Through the efforts of the Garden Clubs, the Sabal Palm was 
designed as the state tree.  The flower show cooperated with the 
Chamber of Commerce and opened Gainesville’s Centennial with 
its Camellia Show.  A large Garden Therapy Project was conduct-
ed at the Florida Farm Colony. 

Two Books You Might Enjoy
             Book Reviews by Becky OBrien

One advantage to all our COVID-19 downtime is that if it’s too 
hot or too rainy to garden, we can read. Jasmine member Jean 
Fouraker recommended two well-written, engaging books about 
the history of gardens and botany. These books started me on a 
reading journey that has covered the globe. 

The Brother Gardeners: A Generation 
of Gentlemen Naturalists and the Birth 
of an Obsession (2010) by Andrea Wulf 
is a good place to start. John Bartram, 
father of our “own” William Bartram (of 
Bartram Trail fame), created an amaz-
ing business venture shipping plants and 
seeds to England beginning in 1733. In 
league with a British partner, they fueled 
a growing interest in plants that was the 
literally the seed for English Gardens 
(full of American native plants) and the 
new field of botany, largely centered in 
England. I was surprised at the eager global reach of these early 
botanists. And, I admit that I was also surprised to be so taken 
with their plant intrigues. You’ll meet prickly Carl Linnaeus who 
proposed the system of plant naming and two botanist explorers 
who sailed with Captain James Cook’s Endeavor in a three year, 
round the world voyage of discovery. 

Author Andrea Wulf followed with the 
Founding Gardeners: The Revolutionary 
Generation, Nature, and the Shaping 
of the American Nation (2012). This 
book picks up the American side of the 
story with the impact of this ferment of 
botanical knowledge on Washington, 
Jefferson, Madison and Adams. What a 
treat to learn about and think about these 
men as gardeners! I think Jefferson has 
been the best known to me as a gardener 
and farmer but the interaction between 
all these men around plants, gardens and 
agriculture was rather extraordinary. Wulf has plenty of personal 
anecdotes to bring all these gentlemen to life in a new way for me 
as they liked to think about gardens and plants almost as much as 
we do. 

Both books are available from our library and got great reviews. I 
liked them because they are a history course that is not anything 
like any history course I ever took!  This has been an exciting 
reading journey that has been so engaging I even read a whole 
book about the HMS Bark Endeavour, Captain Cook’s famous 
vessel that had its own global story to tell. Immersed in the Age 
of Enlightenment has been a wonderful balm to me this year as I 
can see our own long, long history of trying to figure things out 
and find a way forward through knowledge and cooperation.

Tootie Richie       1
Kristy Welch   5
Sandy Smith         6
Dorothy Maurer   8
Shelley Warner     9
Anne White        12

Sussanna Gaudreau  3
Valerie Mountjoy     7
Manny Quiroga       7
Monica Alton          9
Cyndee Park            9
Delores Buffington 10
Diane Robar          13
Candy Pigott         14
Bob Kline              19

Birthday Blessings

Maggie Viele         19
Alan Shapiro         19
Linda Schoellhorn 22
Jeannie Bender      23
Lisa Davies            24
Donna Stall           27
Wanda Rentfrow    28
Wilma Gordon      28
Jean Fouraker         31

Michelle Gorday   13
Betty Sue Vincent 17
Fran Maris   18 
Graham White `   18
Jeani Valter           19
Pauline Schochet  27

Inez Brooker        28
Kathy Concannon28
Kathy Ames          29
Rose Kimlinger    30



 NEWS

Begonia Circle - Jo Lee Houlihan 
     Begonia Circle met at the 
home of Lynnette Worley 
for our meeting on October 
22nd. Bubba Scales from 
Wild Birds Unlimited talked 
to us and was able to call 
birds to Lynnette’s yard and 
identify them for us. Some-
thing very dear to Bubba is 
going through the process of 
getting the City of Gaines-
ville to become a Wild Bird 
Sanctuary. He gave us information on what we as individuals 
need to do in our yards to attract birds 
     Our next meeting will be at GGC on November 5th with 
our program being member Lorene Junkin doing a Cornuco-
pia Arrangement. Five members are registered for the Holiday 
Workshop. Begonia put down 40 bags of mulch in the Butterfly 
Garden at GGC. 
     Inez Brooker did a beautiful arrangement for the memorial 
service at the general meeting. Several of Begonia’s members 
were in attendance. Inez met with the Judges District meeting 
via Zoom yesterday. She also met with the Celebration Garden 
Committee. Jo Lee and Inez met via Zoom with the District V 
meeting in October and I served as timekeeper.

Daisy Circle - Sandra Arnold
Daisy Circle members sold masks at the club’s mini garage and 
plant sale. Four members attended the October General Meeting. 
Daisy members will be meeting on November 19th to discuss 
plans for our February 11th “Card & Game Day Luncheon” and 
“Yard of the Month” project. Following the meeting, members 
will be participating in our own version of “Fun With Flowers” 
It will be a great time to catch up with what everyone has been 
doing while staying home due to the virus. 

Gardenia Circle - Kathy Murphy
     Two of our Gardenias, 
Alicia Nelson and Aurelia 
Schmeiser, were memori-
alized at the GC Gen-
eral Meeting on October 
29th. Nine of us prepared 
and presented small 
plates with fruit and 
snacks and bottled water 
for those attending the meeting. The food and water that were 
not consumed were given to Abigail Perret-Gentil, the speaker, 
from the Grace Garden Project, to take back for her gardeners.

     We have a work crew assembled to groom the BF Garden and 
entrance to RMD House this month. Haven Hospice raised-beds 
will also be tended to before the holidays this year. Fun with 
Flowers was successfully held, with the new format, in October. 
Floral Expressions will be the florist for November event with the 
same format. 
     Gardenia suspended the Pecan Sale because of the virus. We 
are planning to resume in 2021under Gail Birket’s direction, The 
Holiday Workshop will be held on December 8th. Circles are 
urged to get in their checks and reservations as soon as possible. 
We are in the process of revising our November and December 
circle meeting program and meeting places.

Jasmine Circle - Carol Binello
     The District V photo competition was held in October. There 
were 18 awards announced in six categories. Jasmine members 
won 14 of these 18 awards. Margaret Chodosh attended FFSJ 
District V meeting by Zoom. She also attended a Zoom meeting 
with a judges group called Creative Arts Garden Club Winter 
Park and did a design on “Filtering the Foliage”. A big thank you 
goes out to two Jasmine members, Bruce Cavey and Janet Evans, 
for hosting garden tours at their homes on October 22. Eight 
Jasmine members attended the October 29 General Meeting. 
Holiday Gingerbread Pop-Up Sales have been planned, crafts 
produced, and have been or will be set up. There are seven Jas-
mine members who have been working hard on this fundraiser. 
Tables were set up at the General meeting on October 29. 
     Tables will be set up at the December 8 Holiday Design 
Workshop. A seed give-away has been organized and over 200 
packets of seeds were donated by Jasmine members. The Celebra-
tion Garden on GGC Grounds (which Jean Fouraker, Bruce 
Cavey, and other Jasmine & GGC members have worked dili-
gently on since March) was dedicated after the general meeting. 
Kathleen Hayman and Carrie Milton attended the November 
Fun with Flowers. 
     On November 12, Jasmine Circle will be holding our monthly 
meeting via Zoom. Our guest speaker will be Rick Schoellhorn 
and will talk about “Begonias and Beyond”. 
     Gail Cook’s sister, Anne Earley donated a beautiful Christmas 
tree decorated with lots of handmade garden ornaments. Tickets 
are on sale now and the drawing will be at the December 8th 
Holiday Design Workshop. 
     Not garden-related, but just so exciting. Jeanne DuBois has 
been writing in her retirement. She had two short stories pub-
lished this month. One in an online mystery literary magazine, 
mystericale.com, and one in the anthology, Peace, Love, and 
Crime: Crime Fiction Inspired by the Music of the 60’s. Con-
gratulations Jeannie!

Mimosa Circle - Janet Greene
     Seven members enjoyed the general meeting in October. One 
member helped set up and one member helped with the plant 
sale. At our circle meeting, we had nine attendees and assembled 
our poinsettia napkin holders. These will be distributed in De-
cember to four different organizations in the community. We de-
livered over $100.00 in food items to Ronald McDonald House. 

Butterfly Garden and RMH entrance:
December - Wildflowers Circle
January - Jasmine Circle
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Fun With Flowers

Items requested were put in care packages for the residents. We 
will continue this project through December. Two members are 
on the Celebration Garden committee. Mimosa ordered a plaque 
for the garden and installed it for the recent dedication. Mo 
Dawson has agreed to represent our circle on the GGC nominat-
ing committee. 
     Our November meeting will be a stepping stone workshop 
with Karen Beaty instructing. Several members have signed up to 
attend and help with the Holiday Workshop/ Brunch.

Wildflowers - Rose Kimlinger
     We have really enjoyed our circle meetings this year being 
held in local parks.  October found us in High Springs where we 
purchased our lunches at Subway and had our meeting in the lo-
cal municipal park following a tour of Bruce Cavey’s gardens.  In 
November we will be at Boulware Springs.We have donated $100 
to the Horticulture project of wildflowers seeds to be planted in 
medians around Gainesville and at the club house.  We are work-
ing on replanting and beautifying a small garden with the “Big 
Bird” at the Working Foods building and will use Florida friendly 

plants.  A committee of 
Karen Trull, Martha Allen, 
Claudia Lambert and Peg-
gy Caswell will determine 
the needs.  Karen Trull 
has volunteered to be on 
the Celebrations Garden 
committee.  Two members 
attended the October Fun 
with Flowers and the Gen-
eral Meeting.  It has been 
a challenge rearranging 
circle meetings to meet the 
Covid crisis and in December rather than going to Park Mead-
ows to assist the residents with their floral arrangements, we will 
make them and deliver them to the facility.  November is also the 
month we collect our holiday offerings for the Elks Mobile Unit 
which goes to underprivileged families for assistance with food 
for the holidays.  We will be weeding the butterfly garden and 
Ronald McDonald garden in December.

In Our Thoughts

This past month sympathy cards were sent to Doug Hopkins 
for the loss of his mother and to Lee Kline on the passing of 
her brother.

“Get Well Soon” wishes were sent to Dee Dee Whitehead, 
Claudia Bates, and Carol Krauser.

     The October Fun With Flowers was the first time an online 
presentation was done. Betsy Gardner of The Plant Shoppe 
was the florist. She created a really interesting Halloween 
arrangement with willow twigs, roses, carnations, and green-
ery. She was recorded at her shop creating the arrangement 
by our own Cat Parsons. The video was edited and put up 
online. Participants picked up their flowers and materials at a 
drive through curbside pickup conducted by co-chairs Shel-
ley Warner and Susan Thrall with the help of president Linda 
Schoellhorn. Participants were really pleased with viewing the 
video and making their own arrangement. There were 18 paid 
participants.
     November Fun With Flowers presented participants with a 
choice of a  face to face presentation or an online presentation. 
The florists were Jennifer and 
Elizabeth from Floral Expres-
sions. A fall bouquet was 
created including brightly 
colored goldenrod, pinkish 
orange roses, bright red ger-
bera daisies, deep red carna-
tions, yellow daisies, and 
orange lilies. The flowers were 
placed in a green or red Ma-
son jar and finished off with 
a fall colored ribbon. There 
were 17 paid participants.
     December will have a Holiday Workshop in lieu of Fun 
With Flowers. Bruce Cavey, Gardner Extraordinaire, will be 
the presenter. Each participant will create their own holiday 
arrangement with the help of Bruce. A prize will be given for 
the best design. For more information and how to sign up, 
please see the lead story in this The Seedling.

A sad farewell to our dear friends and stalward supporters of 
GGC. We are grateful for the many years of their loyal, devoted 
and hardworking dedication and will miss their welcoming 
grace.We wish them much success in their new endeavors and 
they will always find a home at GGC.

Godspeed Ellen and Alan Shapiro

 Wildflowers at Bruce Cavey’s garden Karen 
Trull, Maggie Viele, Claudia Lambert, Martha 
Allen, Kathy Ulmer, Rose Kimlinger, Mary 
Harding, Donna Stall, and Peggy Caswell.
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The Seedling - Members are encouraged to 
submit articles and event information for the 
upcoming newsletter. Please email Maureen Daw-
son, newsletter chair, editor, and layout <modaw-
son898@gmail.com> or Sandra Arnold, editor, 
photographer, reporter <searnold@cox.net> by the 
first week in May.

The Seedling is the quarterly newsletter of the Gainesville 
Garden Club in Gainesville Florida.

Volume 8, Number 3       December/January 2020-2921 
Executive Board
President: Linda Schoellhorn
First Vice President: Mary Harding
Second Vice President: Susan Thrall
Recording Secretary: Rose Kimlinger
Corresponding Secretary: Lynnette Worley
Treasurer: Kathy Stephens

Newsletter Committee
Editor/layout: Maureen Dawson, Chair
Contributors/readers: Jo Lee Houlihan, Susan Thrall, Janet 
Greene, Becky O’Brien, Carolyn Harrell, Laurel Greene, Rose 
Kimlinger, Linda Schoellhorn, Fran Maris, Sandra Arnold

Deadlines posted in the yearbook. Articles and photos with 
identification to be sent to Mo Dawson modawson898@gmail.
com.

Email CottageGardensInc@yahoo.com
Phone 352.333.9661

10

http://ggcfl.org/ggc_
contactus.htm http://gardenclub.org http://www.ffgc.org

Welcome to GGC - Florida Pest Control 

Florida Pest Control is assisting GGC in the care of our old Sago 
Palms on the back patio by offering treatments to combat disease 
and scale. This is a $250 value that they are graciously donating 
to the club. If you, family or friends would like to try Florida Pest 
as a new customer or need a special service (discount will not ap-
ply to existing service!), they will offer a 10% discount with men-
tion of GGC. Please contact Brendan Middleton at 352-240-
2462 directly to schedule or inquire. Many thanks to Brendan for 
making this happen for GGC.

searnold@cox.net
GGC
www.ffgc.org
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